Public universities are
supported by a complex and
diverse society comprising
believers in a variety of faiths
as well as non-believers, too.
In such universities, what
prolﬂcufs should govern the
study and teaching of literature
concerned with one or another
religion’s version of the
sacred? How does or how
should religious discourse
circulate in public space? Or
should it not at allz2 Must
public institutions be
functionally atheistic? What
happens to the reception of a
|itan;:|ry work when mmathing
of its ariginu| context in the
sacred is removed? When, in
effect, it becomes a “literary”
rather than a sacred work?
Alternatively, what happens to
the reception of literary works
like Shakespeare’s that, even
as they are not “sacred,”
become in a sense
“canonized”?
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