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Nhen docs i beoome a posm? What can pou dowhen ic Boacs on the surface
and sralls? What's the difference berween the :v|||1|ll:-l-|l:|:-:-=11l|r lonke aillibie ane alse
real. the un-fake-able, thing? IF we caver the poom o b changed. o disconsr
conmections ar deprhe we gould not have plocrad beforchancd, whan place doss iha
e B woraft aned ddeliberation? Hiw can 'n-i.'"|l|:lr|' 1o b :-l|r|lri5-a1'|:' Wi il loake
tagether ar a pumber of contomponry pocms that, wing contrsging methods
and maneriale, scecssfully practice the arr of discovary, We will cxperiment with
warisd l.l'-||1|:-l:-il:|-l|1:1| HrAlgics that geck 1o masingie aur oen Tk ':rlt:lrl ;7

Linda Gregerson iz e awthor of four books of pociry, Magrerie Mook,
arerfanrae, The Whumen Who [hied v Hr .'|'|';nr_||:l. anid Free in oive I'J-.llrxr.lm.l.ll-l.l,,
ag well a3 two books of driticism, The Botrmtion of se Saffery and Negasive
Capateifiey, Winner of the 2005 Kinpsley Tufis Awarc, ahe has also reocived
awards and felleswships freom e American Academy of Ars and Levers, the
Prcary Sowiery af America, Seeiry magazing the Ingram Merdll Foundarion. the
Mariensal Hurmanivics Center, the Instinane for Advanced Soudy, the Guggenheim
Faundation, and the BEA twice, She iz cn the MEA faculey ar the Universing of
blichiganm,

Prers tend e divide writing invo dissing phases of inspiraticn and revision . Whils
it may be custamary 1o speak af the impulse behind 2 poem as separae from the
wark required o bring it 1o fruiion, it s notr necessary 1o accepe thar we firs
“receive” the poem before we “make” the poemi. The danger in chis perspective is
thar the poer adopas a double mindedness, an expecrarion char there is a necessary
distance berween creativity and discernment, berween the wild and the calnred.
I'd like vo evamine the assumpaions behind chis divide and explore methods al
challenging oursehees o bring our ideas inm being wich lainguage thar rebecs the
imtensivy of their arigins.

Bob Hicok's fifth book of poery, Fhis Clevery Livimg, was published in 2007 by
Pirr. Awménnd Sowd {200} was a fnalise far che Marional Boal: Crivics Cirdle Aseard
Becipient of an MEA fellowship, Hicok’s posms have appesred in three volumes
al et American Pomry and rwice received the Pushoan Prize. He was recently
awarded the |erome |. Shesack Prize by She Amerinrs Pearry Sevdene and che Anne
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Halley Prize from Adasachureris Bedew. He veaches ar Virginia Tech.
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[n this workshoep we will practice methods For cxploring memoery and using the
imagination o find matsnial for fion, The sotkshop aubuide eomes from a ok
by Dharothea Brande which examins ways the unsonscious cn be barncscd
i the sorvice of writing sories, We will, owrsdver, practive a number of such
provesses for writing, exervises divecisd twand mch hamosing, sith the peal of
gemeratimg a serics ammenant of new work during aur time tagather. It is my hogs
that you will leam new approaches to the sk of writing. approaches which will
ke writing more “cifordes” and rewarding, and the yeu will write soome things
thar will surprise yoan, and some away from the workshop with a gren deal of new,
caciting mancrial with which o continue pour work

Lawura Kasischloe has puldished four povels Gmost recendy, Be Mire, Harcour,
2007, six colledions af postry (most ety Garaeaing I the Dk, Ausalide
2000, and a el For young adulie She bas published switing in Msphbars,
Fireern, The Areerisan Foesry Bredeus The Mo Englprd Reviews, ancd chcwhens, and
been the recipient of soveral Pusheart Prises aned vwo fellowshdps for the Mational
Endlersment for ahe Ars, Her ahird movel iz being made inio a film stacdng
Llma Thareman, diccercd by Vadio Parelman. She teaches an the Uhniversing of
Michigan,
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W will explore vhe many me=anlngs of the werm “poary in perfermance,” Frem
on-spage perfonmances, @ the ldea thear poerry [ fesdf a langeege performance.
Wie will conslder poenry’s “Incernall acrlon,” bow lprle poeny In paricibe sping
oain af frach, finds irs direovken threugh the mamennem generated by the free flow
o warnds. Pecrry's dhythim or mausie B an ssental performance componenr. W
will discisss the history of pocry oral Gand aurall oo, We will also lisen o
cecorehings of poers renewned for thelr successs in perborming poery with and
wiithionm miesbeal scoom panimens-

Barry Wallenstein is the authar of five collectians of poerry, the most recent
being A Memsire of Covdeeet (Rldgeway Presa, 19990, His poetry has appesared in
oover 100 poernals b rhe LES. amd abarosd. in sisch |1h.'¢5 as Jiseariannle Mepies,
rhee Margosr, Crareradad Beedew, and Avrenloan H-r.-'.rr__r Hepdeis His 1971 ook Vi
e Keetnbonr! e Poen” Prariee { T Crowedl) was retssued (n @ new ancd rﬂnndn‘t
edbithan by Broadview Press (R0} A spechal Inveress [z his perfermance of posmry
with |z collaboraken. He hos made five recordings of hls poctry with e, the
st recent bedmg Pasaewesbun (Cadence Jam Recards CfR 11946) Movember,
H0%, He s a Professor of liveranee and orearive wriring an the Ciry Linlversiny of
Plew Yark and ks also an edivar of the foarmal, Awerdo Sool Redee.

DIRECTOR’S STATEMENT
James McCullough and Richard Tillinghast first planned the Bear River

Writers” Conference as a place where writers from outside northern

Michigan could enjoy the beauties of this place and where they could

meet the writers who live here. They hoped to bring people with general

literary interests together with those who were interested in writing

about place and the natural environment. They hoped the mix would

create new ideas that would send all the writers home with good work to

continue... And they thought the shores of Walloon Lake—which had

already inspired one American classic—would be a good place to help

accomplish their idea. I'm pleased to repore thart so

far it seems to be working!

Keith Taylor pubdished mwe pew books In 2004, Gredly av obe Raprare, 2
collecoben of peems and storles, was pleked as a Michipan Mesabile Book af
the Year for 20617, Snireva Crivdnar T er_w.ﬂhi'ﬂm.ﬂ -:l_,l"ﬁ;'u:'n.l:i F._'.-ir:]-ﬂ.n.l:tu. Y
heak b ransbaed with his friend WMlllam Reader, was pubBshed in England.
Cheer the years hils work s appeared inoa couple of hundied places, ranglng
from El:u-r'__r s the [mﬂnf_r.ﬂﬁ T, frorm v Warahers ﬂaﬁaﬁr amnd the -I'.n".l.n'm!_n.l
Tibuar vo Michigar Creaveerly Resdese (rwee bsues of which he recently gues
edinedl, Mosry fedoed and The Sowrliern RBeobee He hos won awards for his
wark here and In Europe, He works a5 the cosrdinaror of wndergraduare
creative wrlllﬂg:ﬂ the lJrl-Iu;r.!.Il:,rnI"MIrl'ulgﬂn.
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